
AnOther Suburbia Mission Statement 
 
AnOther Suburbia is an oral history and archive-based theater initiative documenting the 
experiences of LGBTQ+ people, BIPOC, QTPOC, and other individuals who may have felt 
marginalized or “different” in American suburbs. AnOther Suburbia interrogates historical and 
comtemporary conceptions of American suburbs as racially, sexually, and geographically 
homogeneous, instead exploring the suburbs as sites of diverse and non-conforming 
experiences, identities, and communities. The team of An Other Suburbia intends to address 
the dearth of information about gender and racial diversity outside of urban areas. Aimed at 
understanding what identities and practices constitute “Otherness”  in American suburbs, this 
project specifically studies the intersections of place, race, sexuality, and technology in 
suburban identity formation. An Other Suburbia is an initiative of the Between the Acts Project, 
a performing arts and public humanities non-profit.  
 
AnOther Suburbia: The Oral History Archive conducts and collects interviews with individuals 
having experienced “difference” or “otherness” in American suburbs. Interviewers, trained in 
oral history and community empowerment methodologies, guide interviews with open-ended 
thematic questions about individuals’ relationships to identity, experience, and place. Through 
these interviews, conducted virtually, participating narrators have the opportunity to convey 
their experiences in their own words and have their stories formally preserved in a public digital 
archive. Our team is committed, above all, to empowering participating narrators, each of 
whom is provided with the details of the process as well as a comprehensive consent form to 
review before their interview.  
 
The initiative’s subsequent performance component will draw on this archive to create a 
devised theatrical work. The archive-based theater piece will interpret participating narrators’ 
experiences through the lens of performance studies and queer theory, prioritizing public 
engagement, community collaboration, collective imagination, and mutual respect for all 
participants. Ultimately, the performance work will further interrogate the overarching question 
of whose stories are told and how in American suburbia.  
 
AnOther Suburbia explores this nationally pertinent question at the local level of the Greater 
Boston region suburbs. We ground our interview and performance practices in the historical, 
sociopolitical, and geographical specificities of the area. Our work will culminate in a collection 
of virtual interviews with individuals who have spent a meaningful portion of their life in the 
Boston suburban region and a Boston-facing, locally-oriented theater piece.  
 
AnOther Suburbia challenges Americans to reimagine the meanings of conformity, difference, 
“queerness,” and suburbia in our contemporary historical moment and encourages all 
participants (interviewers, narrators, spectators, listeners) to interrogate the relationships 
between place, experience, and identity in their own lives. 


